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43 East Main Street 
Mystic, CT 06355 

(860) 536-4259 
office@mysticcongregational.org 

www.mysticcongregational.org 
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At the close of this coming weekend I will attend the annual gath-
ering of CT Conference UCC clergy known as General Associa-
tion.  This annual gathering is the longest-standing ecclesiastical 
gathering (held annually since 1709) held anywhere in the coun-
try.  It dates back to the time when the pastors of the congrega-
tional churches here in CT actually gathered as the religious/
political leaders and gathered each year to nominate if not elect 
the governor of the state. We gather at Silver Lake Conference 
Center up in the northwest corner of the state in Sharon, CT (the 
Conference Center of which the Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree spoke 
in her sermon last Sunday, September 23rd).   
 

This year’s program will focus on “tending to our own spiritual 
life and well being” and it will run from Sunday afternoon, Sep-
tember 30th through Tuesday lunchtime, October 2nd and will be 
lead by a renowned lay Roman Catholic writer and spiritual 
leader, Joyce Rupp. Joyce Rupp will help us explore both the the-
ory and practical suggestions from a variety of spiritual traditions 
about the process of becoming a more liberated and whole human 
being.  This retreat will be a time for your pastor to deepen and 
strengthen my relationship with God. It will be a time to stretch 
and to grow, to become clearer about my own purpose and jour-
ney in life.   
 

This gathering now includes clergy, Christian educators, and 
church musicians and Kathy Kerns, our new Director of Chil-
dren’s Ministry, also plans to attend.   I have attended this event 
annually for the entire 17 years of my ordained ministry and be-
fore that for at least three years that I was In Care with the Fair-
field West Association.  It has always been a 
fruitful and important time to connect with 
other clergy friends and colleagues as well as 
conference staff and also a time to meet and 
greet new clergy here in the CT Conference of 
the United Church of Christ.  I look forward 
to sharing more about it upon my return.  
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Sep 28 7-9 Volunteer Needed Glynn Shafer 

 9-11 Volunteer Needed Glynn Shafer 

Oct 05 7-9 Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

 9-11 Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

Oct 12 7-9 Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

 9-11 Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

KEEPING THE DOOR OPEN 
We celebrate the presence of Stacey Herrman, Tod and Pat 
Schaefer as last week’s volunteers.  We urgently need more/

new volunteers for upcoming Youth Walk-in Times.  
Please contact Jamie McGee 

at xxx-xxxx or xxxxx@xxxxx.xxx. 
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environment on October 16th at 4:00-9:00 p.m. at St. John’s 
Church, West Hartford, presented by Hartford Seminary and 
Inter-religious Eco-Justice Network.  The keynote address 
will be Global Climate Change and the Faith Imperative.  
There will be workshops on the following:  Our Place in the 
World:  Restoring Initiation in Religious Education, What’s 
Toxic, What’s Not, Climate Change in New England: 
Benchmarks & Strategies, Sustainability Indicators:  Measur-
ing What Matters, Earth Prayer Experience, Cultivating an 
Organic Garden, Cool Congregations, Current Trends in 
Socially Responsive Investing.  Questions?  Please call Wal-
ter Grant, xxx-xxxx or xxx-xxxx. 

NYC BUS TRIP   
 

The 2nd Annual MCC New York City Bus Trip 
Saturday, December 8th.   Leave MCC by Peter 
Pan 54-passenger coach  7:00 am & leave NYC 
at 6:00 pm.  The round-trip cost will be $35 per 
person.  Make your reservation by getting your 
check (payable to Mystic Congregation 
Church) to Hugh McGee.  For more informa-
tion, call Hugh at xxx-xxx-xxxx or xxx-xxxx.  

��������	���������	���������	���������	� is coming up, Sunday, October 14th!  
Walkers can now walk online.  Last year, a young lady in Colo-
rado raised $4805 online.  She set up her own Walker Page at   

www.cropwalk.org and invited friends from around  the world to 
support her.  We would love to have lots of new families join us 
for this fun event.  Questions?  Call Margot Greener, xxx-xxxx. 
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The MCC TASK FORCE on the  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

will share their final report on Thursday, October 4th at an 
all-church gathering at 7:00—8:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  

Childcare will be provided. 
Opportunities to learn more about the UCC Statement of 

Faith and the MCC Covenant and further conversation about 
the October 4 Final Report on Sunday, October 7th,  

9:00-10:00 am and 11:00 a.m.–12:00 noon. in the Library. 


