
The Anchor  
“Imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been  
promised.  We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”    
                                    ~ Hebrews 6:12, 19  

From the Interim Senior Pastor  
 

As we move through Eastertide and 
prepare for the Birthday of the Church—
Pentecost—on May 11th, we are aware 
that we stand near, but not quite at, a new 
beginning for Mystic Congregational 
Church.  The future contains both threat 

and promise; the future is filled with the unknown and 
uncertainty as well as hope and promise about all that 
might happen!  As a collective Body of Christ this 
congregation waits expectantly (some patiently and others 
impatiently) for the arrival of a new settled pastor.  And 
yes, there is still some waiting yet to do.  Let us remember 
to hold the Pastoral Search Committee in our prayers as 
they move along in their diligent and discerning work 
sifting and sorting as they read through candidate profiles.   

 

So far, in the course of my time among you, we have 
worked together on some important matters.  We have 
done some looking back and some looking around.  Now 
we start to look ahead—considering who MCC might like 
to become as you move into the future.  Just as my work is 
all about God’s call, I have tried to point out that this 
church needs to be attentive to God’s call as it moves into 
the future, to listen for God’s suggestions, and to be alert 
to the movement of the Holy Spirit as you continue 
becoming a church of the 21st century.   I like to use the 
image of gardening when we think about this process.  For 
this congregation to be truly prepared for a new pastor 
when he or she arrives, the soil of this community will 
need to be adequately turned over, opened up, and 
renewed.  

 

If we imagine this congregation as a garden we can 
understand that it will be vital to remove the rocks, to lift 
out the weeds, to enrich the soil, to encourage new growth, 
to plant new and different plants, and to be sure to let the 
light in!  Renewing a garden takes work and it takes 
planning both to foster the established plants and the 
familiar look as well as to provide space and opportunity 
for new growth and a new look.  Every gardener learns 
that even “established” plantings grow better if they are 
pruned and fertilized. Tending the entire garden helps it 
all grow better and helps it produce even more abundant 
harvest.                 

                                 (Continued on Page 4) 
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for all their work for the 2008 Photo Directory. 

We are grateful to them for scheduling the photo sessions,  
on the layout, editing, and coordinating with the Deacons 

and the Directory company.  If you had your photo taken for 
the Photo Directory, please find your copy in the box outside 

the library with your name affixed. 
If you did not have your photo included in said Directory, 
please choose between a Photo Directory or a plain-paper 

print-out of names and addresses of members and friends of 
the church (see sample on table). 

Please ask the office for the print-out. 
Either way, please take only one copy per family. 
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Members of the Mystic Congregational 
Church are hereby called to the Annual 

Meeting to be held in the Sanctuary 
on Sunday, May 18, 2008, at 11:00 a.m. 

 

�� To receive and act on annual reports from church 
officers and committees; 

�� To elect new officers and committee members; 
�� To discuss the following suggestions described in 

“News from the Moderator” elsewhere in this issue 
of the Anchor: 

· Possible change in Membership categories 
· Possible options for Missions portion of 

pledges 
(These last 2 items are for  DISCUSSION ONLY.  A 
separate meeting will be held to vote on these sug-
gestions on Sunday, June 1, 2008, at 11:00 a.m.) 

 

Stacey Herrman, Clerk for Council 
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From the Interim Senior Pastor  (Continued from Page 1) 
 

Mystic Congregational Church is a wonderful and dynamic 
community of believers, a living and vital Body of Christ, 
that is struggling to become something new and even better 
for the future.  We still have some important work to do!  
 

This community of faith needs to continue looking at where 
it is going and how it’s going to get there.  MCC needs to 
continue to listen for God’s voice and to make space for 
the power of the Holy Spirit to move among us here.  We 
need to continue figuring out priorities so that we can 
continue to reach out beyond these four walls.  We need to 
continue to define MCC’s shared mission and ministry.  No 
one else can do this work for you—not me and not even 
your new pastor.  This is your work to do!  This is your 
church—help it grow and flourish!  

 

This church is poised on the edge of something new, 
something not quite in focus yet, but something that will 
hopefully be full of God’s grace and God’s light.  Trust in 
the strength of the past and the promise of the future!  
Trust in God’s plans for your future and know that God 
walks with us all along the way.   
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By now we have read many profiles and have also listened to 
candidates’ sermons on CD and DVD.  Technology sure plays a 
big part in the search process!  E-mailing profiles, the ability to 
hear a candidate on CD or view a candidate on DVD or visit a 
church website to read a candidate's sermons, all help us deter-

mine if we want to pursue that individual to the next level. 
 

We have formulated questions for use with preliminary telephone 
interviews and hope to meet with Rev. Lois Happe 

in early May to further discuss the interview process. 
 

The next step after a phone interview would be an actual visit to 
hear the candidate preach and then inviting them to Mystic for an 

interview.  We aren't there yet, but we are progressing. 
We meet every Sunday and will continue 
to communicate with the congregation. 
Thank you for your ongoing prayers! 
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The Barnes Memorial Scholarship Fund 
is now receiving applications 

for the 2008-2009 academic year. 
 

It is a one-time grant 
to children and grandchildren of our church members. 

These scholarships are offered to worthy students 
of high scholastic ability and character, 

and are for college and graduate school students. 
Students may apply in any and all years 

of their education programs. 
Please submit an application to the Trustees 

before May 15, 2008. 
 

Application forms may be picked up 
from the church office or by calling Julie Stone at xxx-xxxx. 

 

The scholarships are funded from a portion of the interest in the 
Barnes Memorial Library Fund, and the Scholarship Committee 

is under the Board of Trustees’ auspices.  
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The Nancy Peterson Story Hour 
at the Norwich Family Shelter 

happens Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 to 7:30.  

Volunteer readers for the month of 
May are Natalie Billing, Connie Blair, 

Patti Burmahl, Jody Capen, Chris Glas, Felicia Mahoney, Nancy 
McLoughlin, and Merin Troutman. 

Interested in volunteering?  Please contact Elaine Sloan 
(xxx-xxxx) or Betty Guadliana (xxx-xxxx). 
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If you need to borrow any equipment from the church, 

please clear it with the church office.�
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Sunday, June 8, 2008, 10:00 a.m. 

Children-led Worship 
followed by  

Ice Cream Social & Teacher/Leader Recognition 
Come one, come all to this joyous event! 

   
��	����������������
��
��	��	����������������
��
��	��	����������������
��
��	��	����������������
��
��	  

Yellow registration forms are now available in the Parish Hall 
for registration for Sunday School Year 2008-2009.  

Please pick one up at your convenience, complete it, and re-
turn it to Kathy Kerns no later than Sunday, June 8. 

You can mail it to her, drop it in the purple box provided, 
or leave it in Kathy's hallway mailbox. 
Please note that registration materials 

will not be mailed home this summer.  Thank you! 
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to the many member of the Children's Ministries team 

who made March's Campership Spaghetti Supper possible, 
and for all those who participated in the delicious meal. 

The Youth runners were a particular delight. 
The amount raised, combined with monies remaining from 

last year, have provided camperships 
to 21 children in the amount of $36 each. 
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on Tuesday, May 13th, at 9:15 a.m., 
we will feature 

Our Own Artists’ Creative Spark, 
with Priscilla Anderson, Susan Arms, 

Gloria Bradley, Sandy Dolan, and Mary Ann Read. 
 

Where do they get their motivation and inspiration? 
These artists run the gamut from floral arrangements 

to crafts, culinary, and fine arts.  
Their antennae are out all of the time! 

Come, enjoy exploring your own creative side.    
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is being addressed by MAEC with a suggestion 
of community cleanup by Mystic churches 
on May 16-18 in an area of their choosing. 

 

The weekend will conclude with a discussion-lecture 
at Noank Baptist Church on Sunday, May 18, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

The speaker, Scott Borgerson, 
is a research scholar at Columbia University 

on maritime and  climate issues, as well as a frequent 
commentator on NPR and TV news programs. 

Stay tuned for more details. 
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Thank you everyone for contributing to the Hispanic Scholar-
ship Fund.  Our goal this year was $7,000 and that figure has 
been exceeded by $1,100 as of mid-April because of your gen-
erosity and strong support of this important and traditional out-
reach program at Mystic Congregational Church.   
  

On April 13, Reverend Daniel Martino, Ms. Aracelis Vazquez, 
and the Chadai Dance Ministry from First Hispanic Baptist 
Church, provided a beautiful and uplifting worship service for 
us at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Ms. Vazquez delivered the sermon at both services.  Copies of 
her sermon, Beyond Our Sights will be available from the of-
fice.  She attended our tutoring sessions on Monday nights 
from grade school through high school and was a recipient of 
scholarship assistance from our committee.  She has earned her 
Bachelors Degree in Latin American Studies, and her Masters 
Degree in Higher Education Administration/Student Develop-
ment. Currently, she is a multicultural educator at Connecticut 
College, an International Christian Singer, Youth Minister, and 
Radio Host. 
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to MARTHA CHUDY 

in winning the Coast Guard Band 
Young Artist Competition 

and performing with the Band on 
Sunday, May 10, 2:00 p.m. 

Martha is a junior at Stonington High School and 
daughter of Carl and Mary Chudy of Lords Point. 
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The Children's Ministries Committee 
is seeking  Bible sponsors 

for our 3rd and 8th grade students. 
 

We are looking for people to contribute 
the costs of fulfilling our goal 

of providing each one of these students 
with their own Bible. 

Your name will be written on a bookplate inside one of the Bi-
bles.  You may choose to sponsor a specific student's Bible 

if you wish. 
 

 If interested, please contact Stacey Noreika 
at xxx-xxxx or xxxxx@xxxxx.xxx.����

������������� ��������������	�������������������	�������������������	�������������������	��������� ���
�������
��������������
������
��

������ ��
������!����"#��$������
�%�
(Rain date:  June 28th, Saturday) 

 

Join us for hiking, walk-
ing, swim- ming, boating, 
and a scav- enger hunt for 
both kids and adults at 
the Green Falls Pond 
picnic area in Pachaug 
State Forest in Voluntown, 
CT (about 20 miles from 

the church). 
 

Our church volunteer on-site cooks will offer this lunch menu: 
�� $6.50 for ½ chicken BBQ, potato, green salads, dessert  
�� $3.50 for hamburger or hotdog, salad, dessert  

Above prices include all-you-can-drink 
soda, lemonade, ice tea, water. 

Meals must be pre-ordered by June 14th and checks made out 
to Mystic Congregational Church 

with Church Picnic in the memo line. 
 

Directions and Reservation Forms 
will soon be available in the church office. 
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announces the next New Members’ Classes 
schedule in the Library: 

May 4, Sunday, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
May 11, Sunday, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

 
On May 18, Sunday, 10:00 a.m., 

the New Members join with us in Worship.����



Mystic Congregational Church 
“where hope is alive and love is visible” 

43 East Main Street  
Mystic, CT 06355 
 
Office   (860) 536-4259 
Fax   (860) 572-2716 
Email   office@mysticcongregational.org  
Website:  www.mysticcongregational.org  
 

Sunday Services    8:00 & *10:00 a.m. 
   *Sunday School & Child Care  
First Saturday of the  
Month Worship         5:00 p.m.  
(except July and August) 
 

Ministers   All members of the Church  
Rev. Barbara J. Libby   Interim Senior Pastor 
Moderator   Hugh McGee 
Kathy Kerns   Director of Children’s Ministries 
Trish Dehls    Director of Music  
Frank Davis   Treasurer 
Karin Stuart   Parish Nurse 
Leni Pomeroy   Office Secretary 
Glynn Shafer   Sexton 
 
Our Mission Statement:  to joyfully bring the Christian 
principles of faith, hope and love to all through quality 
worship, education, fellowship and outreach.  
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