
The Anchor  
“Imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been  
promised.  We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”    
                                    ~ Hebrews 6:12, 19  

From the  
Interim Senior Pastor 

Barbara Libby  
 
 

I write this in the midst of 
the middle of July as we 
move through the long 
days of summer heat and 
humidity.  I am more than 
ready for my annual 

August vacation in Maine.  In fact, I have been gathering 
and laying out supplies and food items at my home in New 
Haven in anticipation of that special time away, my time for 
renewal and re-creation.  While I am away on vacation 
from July 31 – August 17, your Deacons and members of 
the church will provide worship for the congregation every 
week at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m. as usual.  You will be in for 
some wonderful worship in August:  

August 3rd  with The Rev. Gus Woerner leading 
communion and a hymn sing 

August 10th with Jackie Phillips preaching 
August 17th with Don Parker preaching. 

 
In case of any special pastoral needs or if anyone is 
hospitalized, please call the church office and leave a 
message on the voice mail for Leni Pomeroy - front office 
person extraordinaire.  As appropriate, Leni will get the 
information to the Parish Care folks and if there is need for 
a hospital visit or other pastoral emergency she will call 
the Rev. Barbara Marston.  Barbara Marston is the current 
Interim Pastor at the Union Baptist Church in Mystic and 
she has agreed to provide pastoral coverage for Mystic 
Congregational Church in my absence. 
 
Here’s a simple prayer for all to consider as we move 
through these summer days at the beach or at the 
shoreline where ever we might be. 

 
Touch the earth and listen to the rocks for they remember. 
They know and remember all that has come to pass here. 

~ Lee Henderson 
(from Honoring the Earth –  

A Journal of New Earth Prayers) 
 
Have a blessed August.  
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To date we have received over 50 profiles and they are still 
coming in.  Our weekly meeting date has changed to 

Tuesdays for the summer.  We continue 
to receive CDs/DVDs, travel to hear 

candidates preach, and conduct phone 
and face-to-face interviews. 

This is an important yet time-consuming 
phase of the search process. 
We are approaching our job 

of finding the best candidate for MCC 
with open hearts and open minds, 

and we are listening for God's guidance along the way.  
Please continue to keep MCC and 

the Search Committee in your prayers. 
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 ~ Bob Phillips 

 

We can all see more clearly now that the 
Sanctuary windows have been profession-
ally cleaned.  Special thanks to Frank Jurin 

for finding the window washers, and to 
Peter Stuart and Kathleen O’Beirne 
for their contribution to the project. 

Also, speaking of clean, many of our carpets 
including those in the Library and Nursery 
rooms have been thoroughly vacuumed and 

washed by our sexton, Glynn Shafer. 
Lastly, Pastor Barbara has a new computer 

as the old one just couldn’t recover from its last virus 
and had to go to computer heaven.  C’est la vie! 
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Choose a small garden area and 
make it your own for the summer. 
Areas such as the Parish Hall en-
try, Library portico, area between 
the sanctuary and office building 

or between the nursery and kitchen 
entrance cry out for clipping, 
weeding, watering, and debris 

pick-up.  Work on your own schedule 
and enjoy knowing that you make a difference!  
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Rotation Unit I: The Church Year  
September 14, 21 and 28, 2008 

 

Select one to prepare and lead: 
1. "Faith Alive!"  Present the seasons and create a "Church 

Calendar in the Round."   
2.  Puppetry Workshop - Create puppet show based on Gos-

pel stories of servanthood, a common theme    
     during the seasons of Ordinary Time. 
3. "Video Live!" - Create a music video with the children   

with the song, Turn, Turn, Turn by the Byrds. 
 

Rotation Unit II: The 10 Commandments 
October 5, 19, 26, 2008 

 

Select one to prepare and lead: 
1.  Bedouin Encampment - Be Moses and tell your story of 

receiving the Ten Commandments. 
2.  Eat Your Way Through the Bible - God said through the 

prophet Jeremiah, "I will put my law within them, and I 
will write it on their hearts."  Children will make heart-
shaped cookies while listening to the story of The Ten  
Commandments. 

3.  M and M's B&B - Become the staff of "Dear Abby," and 
respond to the dilemmas of the readers in light of the Ten 
Commandments. 

4.  Moved by the Spirit - Create a sequence of body move-
ments to respond to The Ten Commandments. 

5. Video Live! - Watch a clip from DeMille's movie, The 
Ten Commandments.  Compare the scripture to the  

     script of the movie. 
 

Rotation Unit III: The Incarnation  
November 2, 9, 16, 2008 

 

Select one to prepare and lead: 
1. Bible Improv:  Mary and Elizabeth; Joseph; Zechariah 

and pantomime. 
2. Video Live! - Stage a talk show with the various witnesses 

to Jesus' birth. 
3. M and M's B&B - View the story of Jesus' birth through 

the eyes of the innkeeper.  Compare the two Gospel ac-
counts through Christmas card scenes. 

 
Rotation IV: Advent  

November 23, December 7 and 21 
 

Select one to prepare and lead: 
1. "Waiting Games" - Bring out the Advent theme of wait-

ing. 
2. Bible Improv - The differences between a secular and a 

religious celebration of Christmas in America. 
3. Christmas Carol Workshop - Prepare children for Christ-

mas caroling. 
  

Rotation V: Jesus — TBA 

����	��
�����
�����������	��
�����
�����������	��
�����
�����������	��
�����
�������� ���
 
Howdy, folks!  It is that time of year 
again!  Rally Day and the start of the 
Sunday School year rapidly ap-
proach.  How can you help?  Do you 
like to pray?  Join our Prayer Team 
for a month.  Do you enjoy taking 
pictures?  Sign up for our Photogra-
phy Team and give Keith Barker a 

break!  Are you into music video production?  You can lead 
one of our 3-Sunday workshops in September!  Please see 
our needs below and prayerfully consider where you might 
contribute.  You can contact Kathleen Kerns, Children's 
Ministries Director at xxxxx@xxxxx.xxx or xxx-xxxx for 
additional information or to come on board! 

 

The semesters will run as follows: September 7, 2008 
through January 25, 2009 and February 1 through June 14, 
2009.  Holiday Sundays are free for teaching staff.   
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Classroom Teachers: We ask for a minimum of one semes-
ter's commitment (however, longer is most welcome!).  Cur-
riculum is provided; weekly preparation needed for teach-
ers for grades Pre-K, K/1, and 7/8.  Teachers for grades 2/3, 
4/5, and 4/5/6 will have minimal preparation, i.e. read the 
lesson during the week in order to be able to introduce it to 
your class during homeroom before going to each week's 
workshop. Responsible for facilitating classroom behavior. 

  

Classroom Assistant: Needed for Grades Pre-K, K/1, 2/3, 
4/5, and 4/5/6.  Again, we ask for a one semester minimum 
commitment. Responsible for tracking attendance and At-
tendance Coupon awards.  Assistants will also help teachers 
and workshop leaders as needed. 

 

Workshop Leaders: You would prepare and lead one rota-
tion workshop (curriculum provided; see topics below) over 
the course of three consecutive  Sunday's (usually consecu-
tive- may be interrupted by a holiday).  Each week you 
would have a different grade group, so adaptation of the 
presentation is sometimes necessary.  Sign up for the work-
shop(s) of your choice!  (See list elsewhere in this publica-
tion, or on The Children's Ministries bulletin boards, or in 
the weekly church bulletins.)  You would be working with 
children in grades 2 through 6. 

  

Childcare Assistant(s): Weekly commitment to assist Mrs. 
Graham in the Childcare Room.  Perfect opportunity for 
teens needing school service hours. 

  

Substitute Teachers, Sub Assistants, Sub Workshop 
Leaders, and Sub Childcare Assistants: You would be 
available to sub for that last minute phone call on a Sunday 
morning, or a pre-arranged date. 

 

(Continued on next column) 
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We need volunteers 

to set-up on August 8th, (Friday) 
and staff the tent on August 9th and 

10th 

(Saturday & Sunday) for the  
Mystic Outdoor Art Festival weekend. 
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On Thursday, August 21st, the M.A.E.C. Summer Film 

Festival will sponsor a film 
at our church at 7:00 p.m. that dovetails 

with our theme for next year: 
“Hope for Children: 

At Home and Abroad.” 
The movie “Under the Same Moon” 
focuses on the child’s perspective 

of Mexican immigration. 
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Ideas and Raw Materials 

Now is the time to gather ideas for projects 
and raw materials as you travel.  Are you 
finding moss or shells?  Have you seen 

clever products that would be a hit at our 
bazaar?  Blessed are the acquisitive and the inquisitive! 

 For those of you continuing to downsize, 
let Kathleen O’Beirne know of your treasures (xxx-xxxx). 
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· 15 Good News Bibles ($11 each) 
· Good-sized PINE CONES 

for an October parish hall ac-
tivity (3" and longer) 

· Diaper Genie for Childcare 
Room 

· 2 cassette/CD players (plug-in 
type) 

· Window toppers (for Rooms 
#1 and 3) 

· Storage drawer carts ($10-$25 at Wal-Mart, depending 
on type) 

· Old laptop computers (internet readiness NOT needed) 
· 2-3 old television sets on carts, with or without built-in 

VCR or DVD player 
· Video/DVD players 
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Would you like to contribute any of the following? 

  

· Up to 10 Good News Bibles    
· glue sticks (LOTS!) 
· Crayola children's scissors  
· Cartons of crayons 
· Markers, thick and thin  
· Colored pencils 
· Rolls of scotch tape for dispensers  
· Play Doh (any brand)Construction paper (all colors)  
· Boxes of Kleenex 
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The Nancy Peterson Story Hour at the Norwich Family 
Shelter happens Wednesday 
evenings from 6:30 to 7:30. 

 Volunteer readers for the month 
of August are Connie Blair, Patti 

Burmahl, Chris Glas, 
Betty Guadliana, Felicia 

Mahoney, Nancy McLoughlin, 
Jane Morison, and Elaine Sloan. 

 As always, we're grateful for donations of books and puz-
zles.  Also, anyone interested in volunteering, please contact 

Elaine Sloan (xxx-xxxx) or Betty Guadliana (xxx-xxxx). 
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offered by the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council (MAEC) 
continue with JUNO, a comedy about growing up and the 

bumps along the way, on Thursday, August 7th, 
at 7:00 p.m., Noank Baptist Church. 

Final film is at our church 
on Thursday, August 21st, at 7:00 p.m. 

with UNDER THE SAME MOON 
Good community spirit, 
free film and lemonade! 
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Dusting off the Bible:  Making the Bible Come Alive 

This is sponsored annually by 
the Eastern District Women’s Fellowship. 
Camp Wightman, September 26-27, 2008. 

 

Retreat Leader Rev. Lee A. Ireland will base some of her 
discussion on The Heart of Christianity, by Marcus Borg 

and encourages you to read this helpful contemporary text. 

Cost is approximately $100.00 
Registration deadline is September 6. 

More information is available 
on the bulletin board outside the Library.   
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Mystic Congregational Church 
“where hope is alive and love is visible” 

43 East Main Street  
Mystic, CT 06355 
 
Office   (860) 536-4259 
Fax   (860) 572-2716 
Email   office@mysticcongregational.org  
Website:  www.mysticcongregational.org  
 

Sunday Services    8:00 & *10:00 a.m. 
   *Sunday School & Child Care  
First Saturday of the  
Month Worship         5:00 p.m.  
(except July and August) 
 

Ministers   All members of the Church  
Rev. Barbara J. Libby   Interim Senior Pastor 
Moderator   Hugh McGee 
Kathy Kerns   Director of Children’s Ministries 
Trish Dehls    Director of Music  
Frank Davis   Treasurer 
Karin Stuart   Parish Nurse 
Leni Pomeroy   Office Secretary 
Glynn Shafer   Sexton 
 
Our Mission Statement:  to joyfully bring the Christian 
principles of faith, hope and love to all through quality 
worship, education, fellowship and outreach.  
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