The Anchor

“Imitate those who through faith and patience inbh&rhat has been

promised. We have this hope asaachor for the

From the Pastor

Our time of shared ministry draws to a close in thessda
and there is much to say. It all begins with thank you.

Thank you for all the good ministry we have done toget]
often in the midst of unexpected and painful times. Nbr
us anticipated the events of these last months, yet we m
challenges together. There is more work to be done, 1
healing that needs to happen and soon you will welcon
new leader to walk with you through that process.
prayers for you, for Barbara and your shared ministryl v
continue.

Thank you for all that we have shared together. Oribeot
great privileges of ministry is that, as pastors, we
welcomed into the most intimate, joyful and painful sirne
people's lives. The past two and half years are filled
moments of joy and sadness as you welcomed children,
farewell to loved ones and negotiated the complex chal
in health, relationships, employment and all the othargth
that part of our days. Thank you for allowing me doylour
pastor. It has been a tremendous privilege.

Thank you for putting up with me. We haven't alw
agreed and while that is uncomfortable at times, | beliey
is a sign of health. Honest disagreement, open convens
and mutual commitment to ministry are an inevitable pfr
congregational life. The resilience of a community
measured, in part, by the capacity to negotiate a ¢
through those times. Thank you for the risks you have t
and for your commitment to the Church of Jesus Christ.

Thank you for the blessing you have been in my lifg
treasure the relationships and connections we have sh
| take a host of memories with me; each of your face
imprinted on my heart. Saying good-bye is hard,

necessary. You have a new pastor coming who desire
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soul, firm and secure.”
Hebrews 6:12; 19

From the Interim Moderator Hugh P. McGee

A lot of different things contribute to the long term

stability and success of a church. We each probably have

our own list, and could debate at length what is most
himportant. One factor that | think would appear
€ somewhere on most lists is a sense of community.

D

A sense of community helps a church to work through

, difficulties when they arise. A sense of community

\ also helps to attract new members because it helps create
ithe kind of atmosphere that leads people to want to
participate in what is happening. But how does a sehse
community develop, and how is it sustained? | think a
number of things go into it. A common spiritual beilef

P of course one factor, but there are others: sharing @& th
work that has to be done, sharing in the pain that exch

V us encounters from time to time, sharing in the funngeei

tprogress made in the various aspects of church life, and

' knowing that there are people who can be counted on
when needed. I'm sure that each of us could add things t
this list.

But how can each of us as individuals enhance the sense
A of community in our church - what can each of us do to
€ contribute to it? There are many ways, of course, but one
R of the simplest and easiest - one that each of us carisdo
[ just be friendly to each other. Say hello, learn the same

of people we may have seen at services for years but
€ never took the time to know, greet people that we do not
A recognize, go a little outside our usual selves to make

others know that we care about them, take a chance that
~ someone we don't recognize and thus ask if he or she is a
 Visitor is in fact already a member and has been coming
< for longer than we have, and laugh about the discovery.
LA smile, a handshake, a question or two, can be the
L beginning of something nice. Some of us already do this

deserves the same opportunities offered to me; to conp@nd are good at it; some of us are less comfortabth wi

this kind of thing but we can improve with a little effort

(Continued on Page 2

(Continued on Page 2)
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(From the Senior Pastor, continued from Page 1)

know you and love you, to share your lives, to do min
| believe we are all temporary shepherds (some of us
so than others); as a pastor | am entrusted with ririnier
a time...when that time is over and new shepherd com
is how ministry happens.

Let’s get started on projects!
We’'ll work together in the Parish Hall
on Wednesday$/arch 7, 14, 21, and 28
from 9:30-11:00 a.m.

stry.
more

eS- Iéring your materials and ideas to add to the follmwv

corkboards knitting needle bags
So ... | bid you farewell with deep gratitude and great handbags wine coasters
affection. May ministry continue to grow and may your pin cushions tablemats and napkins
lives be blessed as you live out God's call. doll cradle sachets

sachets hooked door decorations

Grace and Peace,

OUTREACH MINISTRY

Health Kits
are here again for our annual Church World Serliesten

project Gallon size plastic bags with list of itemeeded are

available at church for your use. It is esserttafollow the
directions exactly and to enclose the money fopihig. Dedi-

cation is scheduled for Sunday, March 25. Childzed adults

around the world are happy to receive these esitth items
the same things that we use every day. Thank gowdur
support.

The Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center
has advised us of their urgent need for proteinl$oo
Cans of beef stew, Spam, and other meat products
are suggested.

(From the Interim Moderator, continued from Page 1)

One of the things that will help us in this effort ieaning
name tags. Congregationalists pride themselves on g
up their own minds on things, and sometimes don't
kindly to directions from others, so | would certainigver
tell members theyave to wear name tags.
suggesting that members consider the advantages an
avail themselves of the benefits.

Consider the name tag as one little thing that eaclhis
might do to help us know each other better and
contribute to the sense of community that is such 3
aspect of our church.

There is almost certain to be someone at any service
doesn't know your name, or more likely can't remember
that particular time, and you can help that person
wearing your name tag. That person very well might be
I'll have my name tag on; will you help me by wea
yours?

Regards,

I am jys

Questions? Call Pam McGee, XXX-XXXX.

More than 60 people signed up Boup-to-Nutsn Decem-
ber. They have enjoyed dining out in January agtorary
in assigned homes with great company and deliciood
provided by all participants. Hostesses will b#irg their
guests soon for March 9th and April 13th dinnefBhink
about joining this fun activity next year if youddi't sign up
for this season.

Learning from Puppetrywill be presented Qy
on Tuesday, March 13th, at 9:15a.m. =~
by Kay Janney. Her insights from Sesame Streetisdll
Spinney (a.k.a. Big Bird and Oscar the Grouch)
will amaze and entertain you!

The Barnes Memorial Scholarship Fund is now reogivi

applications for the 2007-2008 academic year.s l& ionet

tirrpe grant to children and grandchildren of ourrchumem-
ers. These scholarships are offered to worthgiestis of

%ﬁh scholastic ability and character, and arecfilege anc

\9raduate school students.

D

ry

fiadents may apply in any and all years of theircaton
programs. Please submit an application to thet@essber
fore April 30, 2007. Applications may be picked up or r
ceived from the church office or by calling Juli@rtinan at
MW&-xxxx. The scholarships are funded from a moridf the
it/¥rest in the Barnes Memorial Library Fund, amel $chol-
arship Committee is under the auspices of the Bohildus-

s
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* Readers at the Norwich Family Shelter for Ma @AY
Nare Natalie Billing, Jody Capen, Elizabeth JZ,,
Felicia Mahoney, Frances Moppett, Jane MorisonjnEla
Sloan, and Merin Troutman. Our reading progranons
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30. For more
information or to volunteer, please contact ElaBlean at
XXX-XXxX or Betty Guadliana at XxX-XXxXx.




As you fulfill your New Year's resolutions to
clean out clothing and other items that you have

loved, but have not used recently, please Set oy $%&" ( (
them aside for thé&nnual Tag SaleApril 20" 1) ) * + *
and 27, Traditional categories include: . (

children’s clothing, games & vehicles
men’s jackets, trousers & shirts

women’s coats, suits, dresses, blouses, h
skirts, shoes & purses

jewelry for women & men

small appliances in working condition
books and records

holiday decorations

dishware, vases, glassware, & china treas-

for work on the furnace breaker to preclude =
undue shut-offs.
- Our thanks as well to Russ Cumming for his idea of

ures immersion heaters in the oil reservoir for the atev —
cookware, garden tools _ complicated concept, but it will save a lot of weatear
linens, special buttons, yard goods, curtains, fredsls, and electricity!

towels and rugs
paintings, mirrors, small shelves and small fumgitu

If you cannot store these until days before thengweall Marge

Moore (XXX-XXXX). brings 11 area children’s, youth and adult

choirs together at St. Mary’s Mother of the

Redeemer Church (next to Fitch High

MARCH SCHEDULE FOR DEACON, | school at the top of Fort Hill in Groton). Sundajarch 18,
READERS AND USHERS 4:00 p.m. Some members of our own church choir$ wil

participate.

For over 30 years, many Mystic area churches have
sponsored the choir festival. Each year the Mysgtiea
Ecumenical Council (MAEC) invites a nationally-know

Deacons of the Month
Jody Capen and Greg Chambers

March 4 choral director to come and lead our choirs in lvice of

Reader (10am) — outstanding choral music. This year's festival wille

Ushers (8 and 10 am): Jody Capen, Greg Chambargh Hdirected by Tom Kendzia, composer/clinician/pianfsbm
McGee, and Bonnie Johnson Christ the King Church, Kingston, R.l., accompanieg

organ, harp, strings, and brass. This is an eveatdon’t

March 11 want to miss!

Reader (10 am) — )

Ushers (8 am) Carl and Mary Chudy The MAEC underwrites some of the expenses. Howeher,

Ushers (10 am) Jane Donnel, John and Jane Webster | COsts exceed the resources of the Council. If youlavlike
to be a Festival sponsor, just make a check oMA&C and
March 18 mail to Pat Wilbur, 23 Sylvan Street, Noank, CT 34086.
Reader (10 am)  — Your donation is tax deductible.

Ushers (8 am) Laszlo Pozsonyi
Ushers (10 am) Kathleen Ranney, Bruce and Amy Roger
March 25

Reader (10 am) — . . . . .
Ushers (8 am) L The Hispanic Education Committee would like to thamr

generous members for aiding our friends in the &tisp
Ushers (10 am) Barbara Read community through our partnership with the Firsspéinic

We need: 1 Reader for every Sunday Baptist Church in New London.

1 Usher for 10 am on March 11 Last year, your contributions to the scholarshipdfunade i
1 Usher each for 8 and 10 am on March 18 possible for young people to continue their edecakieyond
2 Ushers for 8 am and 4 Ushers for 10 am dtigh school.

March 25 . o -
Please consider a contribution to this importantgpam

again and feel assured that your help will be dyegipreci-
ated and the funds carefully distributed to thessedving
students who have reached out for assistance.

(Please contact Jody Capen at xxx-xxxx or Greg Gmasna
XXX-XXXX t0 volunteer.)




Every Friday for the past six months, the Youth&phas been a buzz of activity. On averd@ejouth from our church and
the community at large use the facility to play baing-pong, Pictionary, or even stage a DanceoRgion. The Youth

Space volunteers provide this opportunity.

However, this is where we negdur help. While use of the space continues to bearkatle (total attendance topp&s0
ering heenbin decline for the last three months.  Assult, in Febraury an
Presently, there Ateneslots with no volunteers and

last week), the number of people volunte

March there may be nights when the Youth Space does not open.

3 timeslots with only one volunteer.

o

Youth Walk-in Time Attendance Number of Volunteers per Month
20
= ‘l 7-9 Attendance 18
18 W 9-11 Attendance| 161 I
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TO VOLUNTEER:

Contact Jamie McGee XXX @ XXXXX. XXBI XXX-XXXX.
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Sunday Services 8:00 & *10:00 a.m.
*Sunday School & Child Care

First Saturday of the

Month Worship 5:00 p.m.

Ministers All members of the Church
Rev. Patricia L. Liberty  Acting Senior Pastor

Tricia Dehls Director of Music

Christiana Glas Director of Children’s Ministries
David Tapley Treasurer

Eleanor (Leni) Pomeroy Office Secretary

Glynn Shafer Sexton

Our Mission Statement to joyfully bring
principles of faith, hope and love to all
worship, education, fellowship and outreach.
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