The Anchor

“Imitate those who through faith and patience inbh&rhat has been
promised. We have this hope asaachor for the soul, firm and secure.”

From Pastor Pat
Epiphany Revisited

The Feast of Epiphany is traditionally the time weenember
the Three Wise Men's arrival in Bethlehem. Asstiogy goes,
they follow a star and it leads them to the babgudewhere
they present their strange gifts of gold, frankimee and
myrrh.

| seldom hear the story without remembering a yobog who
commented, "I bet he would rather have had a puppy.
suspect he is right.

Regal robes, strange gifts and stranger names (&as
Melchior and Balthazar), these mercurial charactease
tacked onto the end of our holiday celebratingkeLmost of
our Christmas traditions, it's hard to know whergtimand fact
overlap and where they separate. Maybe the REAhesaof
the Wise Men were Fred, Harry and Stan ... who knows?

There is a historic factoid that suggests there waikeed a
star. An astronomer, Max Kepler, witnessed thguation of
the planets Jupiter, Saturn and Mars in Octoberl604. He
calculated that it occurred every 805 years, andlired that
the conjunction occurring in 7-6 B.C.E. correctlpincided
with  the birth of Jesus. This was son
conjunction for the Wise Men to have seen.

Whatever their names, whatever the myths, theseacteas
are in our Scripture and we are to make meaningajuheir
story and their witness for our time. The word iff@ny"
means "appearing”. The wise men found their wayht®
Christ child by their own way, taking great riskdafollowing a
strange symbol. It's an apt image for our time.

Once the trappings of the season are gone, the gift given
and all the holiday revelry is put to rest, we deé to find the
Christ in the stuff of daily life. And it alwaysvilves risk—
seeing with new eyes, opening ourselves to a diffansight,
allowing a challenge to redefine a familiar perspee ... the
list goes on.

While we are celebrating that life goes back tortnal" after
the holidays, one measure of the coming of thesChray well
be that nothing, including us, is the same. Irs théason of
appearing, may we see the Christ in those we ntleete we
know, the stranger in our midst, the ones in néeel pones with
whom we spend our days.

Epiphany blessings and joy.
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Hebrews 6:12; 19

From Hugh McGee, Interim Moderator

I think we all recognize that the covenant betweem
Church and the United Church of Christ is a longnsting
and very important part of our Church life. Howeyvéom
time to time in the past, questions have arisenutiour
relationship with the UCC, and during the recenhdiss
review, and following the outcome of the reviewditdnal
concerns and questions regarding that relationshgve
been raised.

The Church Council thus recognizes that some mesmtfer
our congregation are troubled by our relationshifthwthe

P UCC. The Council also knows, however, that many lmeesn

of our congregation are very supportive of the Ua@l its
work. At the December Church Council meeting tharil
addressed the concerns that have been raised atheut
UCC, while also recognizing the support that exfststhe
UCC. Acting under Section 10.19 of the Church Bglahe
Council has created a Task Force as an Ad Hoc Cadtmeni
to examine the relationship of our Church with theited
Church of Christ. The Council adopted a charter flois
Task Force, copies of which are available to aliugch
members.

The Task Force is to be composed of nine membettseof
Church who are not on the Church Council. The Senio
Pastor will be a tenth, ex officio, non-voting, niem Three
of the nine members are to be persons who holdrgiyne
negative views of our relationship with the UCQgthare to
be persons whose views are generally neutral anskbtlare

to be persons whose views are generally positive.

These nine members of the Task Force will be apgubiny
the Church Council from nominations to be made by a
subcommittee of the Council consisting of coun@hters
Sue Skogerboe, Jamie McGee and Pat Liberty.

This subcommittee is seeking volunteers to bevietged by
it for positions on the Task Force. All Churchmiers
other than current Council members are eligible lie
interviewed. After careful consideration to enstire proper
balance of views, as required by the Task Forcatehathe
subcommittee will make its recommendations to thenCil.
The Council will make the final decision as to wtith be on
the Task Force. It will be the responsibility oftlentire
Church Council to ensure that the balance of viesegiired
by the Task Force Charter is achieved.

(Continued on Page 2)
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If you like to walk,
join the MCC Walkers
for mild exercise, good conversation and
pleasant scenery after each Sunday servict

We leave from the library entrance of t{
church 15 minutes after the end of each ser
for a pleasant walk around the streets of My
or perhaps up River Road, probably for 45 minutearohour
but both the destination and the duration will ieta those
who walk. The pace will be such that no one wil left
behind. Reservations arenot required. Just change yo
shoes, if you need to, and meet at the churchriiteratrance.

Most of our active membership
has made its pledge commitment to the church f6720

Letters of acknowledgment and appreciation
will be sent in January.
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If for any reason you have not yet made your pledge
please fill out a pledge card and return it tocharch.

Blank cards are in the pews or at the church aoffice

(From Hugh McGee, continued from Page 1)

The Task Force will conduct research and gatheorimfation
so that it can fully inform the Congregation ot aspects o
our relationship with the UCC. When that has b
accomplished, the Task Force will gather feedbaoknfthe
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for 2007 will be celebrated by Mystic churches @miday,

January 19, with dinner and program at St. Patfibkrch at
6:00 p.m. We are asked to take salads and hotslisfihe
program, to be led by Dr. Kenneth Carpenter and. Ntat
Kluepfel, is Worship in a Mosquehort film and discus-
sion. Last year, we hosted the evening of greldviship

d inspiration .

congregation. The Task Force will then report te ®hurch
Council as to the breadth and depth of the viewsthe
congregation on our relationship with the UCC. tAat point,
the Council will decide what further action is appriate.

The Task Force Charter provides the details on dieation,
tasks, reporting responsibilities and Council aight of the
Task Force and the time frames within which itxpexted tg
accomplish its work. The Charter will be postedtioe Church
web site and the Church bulletin board and copiels e
available in the Church office.

The creation of the Task Force is intended to pfeva
thoughtful, balanced and completely open way ofresking
the concerns of Church members on all sides ofsthee. It is

Korean Partnership will sponsor the January 6, 28@fch
supper. Our students, Candice Webb, Christophdes\Vi
and Lincoln Pan, will lead our 5:00 p.m. worshipviee
followed by supper. They will share their expedes of the
UCC-sponsored Korean trip in August last year. XD
show will be included with dessert. Think Asianemhpre-

paring for our potluck supper together. Celebtate New
Year!
A-H dessert J-N salad/vegetables @in course

Questions? Contact Karin Stuart at XXx-XxXX.

the result of serious thought and much effort thegan this
past October by the Church Council, and | endorse
wholeheartedly. | stress that this examinationdsbe done
openly, calmly and deliberately, with respect fdrpoints of
view. | expect that by the time our members recéiis
edition of the Anchor, the subcommittee will haegun the
interview process. So, | urge any Church membeo g
willing to serve on the Task Force or who has goestabout
it to contact Pat Liberty, Sue Skogerboe, Jami&kor me.
| would be happy to hear from any Church membearat
time on this or any other Church matter about whanty
member is concerned.

The Story Hourjoyfully welcomes Elizabetl.

Jay to our Norwich Shelter reading program on Wedag
evenings from 6:30 to 7:30. She joins Natalie iBdgj
Connie Blair, Patti Burmahl, Jody Capen, Betty Gisaa,
Felicia Mahoney, Nancy McLoughlin, Jane Morisondan
Elaine Sloan, our January readers. Anyone intedest
more information or volunteering, please contachirtd
Sloan at xxx-xxxx or Betty Guadliana at XXX-XXXXx.



CALL TO ANNUAL
BUDGET MEETING

+ll0llll/ +ll1+’ .*

As you put away your Christmas decorations anddgettiat

The Members of Mystic Congregationic you need to give some away, call Kathleen O’Beipaex-
Church are hereby called to attend the Anfjuxxxx). She’s particularly interested in tree ballgux

Church Budget Meeting to be held in
sanctuary, owWednesday, January 10, 200&t7:00 pm

Agenda itemare as follows:

1) Review and Approve the 2007 Operating Budgegiraposed
by the Board of Trustees and Church Council.

2) Any other business to properly come before theting .

Dated this 14th day of December, 2006.
Stacey Herrman, Clerk

Some members have asked me, “What is the purpbseeo

foliage, holiday-themed china and “statues” — adl ae
ornamental buttons.The Bazaar Elves may have creative
uses for your “treasures.”

We still need a few good snow
QQ blowers/shovelers for our call tree.

[
Call
XXXX).

Kathleen O’Beirne (xxX

MCC Walkers group?” (A description of the MCC Weaik ap-
pears elsewhere in this issue.)

My answer to that question has been that the parostraight-
forward: to provide an activity for Church membérat is sim-
ple to do, does not require extensive prior plagrin the part of
leaders or advance sign-up on the part of membens,is inex-
pensive. In the case of the walkers, it is vitjuéilee and it is
healthy, to boot. We have a very nice area to vimlkand we
have people who know places and history that otverdd enjoy

on January 28 will again have representatives fiibmm
many local agencies we support. After the 10:00. a
service, there will be Missions Fair set up ia Barish Hall
where we can see their displays and talk to tle@idérs. The
Saturday potluck on February 3rd will also be hdste
by Outreach Ministries.

learning about.

The objectives are to encourage members to gendovkeach
other better, to make new friends, and to engagminversation
with each other under pleasant circumstances.lidvaethis will

help to sustain a sense of community among us &etidve that
our sense of being part of a community will helpfaather our
work together.

The Church Council is looking for ideas for othecls activities
and welcomes your suggestions. We might use oyr a@nfort-

able youth space for adult gatherings when it tsimaise by our
youth. For example, we might show classic movisseoor twice
a month. We might take walks at some regular titugng the
week. We might arrange for members to go on groigpcle

rides. We might go on additional bus trips. Sahthese activi-
ties are more complicated than a simple walk gftenday ser-

An offering of the Music Committee
to recognize the importance of music in
our lives.

D

January 14th, The Mystic River ChoralePetite Mess
Solennelle by Rossini, Harkness Chapel, Connect
College, New London, 3:00 p.m.

A repeat performance odanuary 21st at St. Michael’s
Church, Pawcatuck, 3:00 p.m.

Our own Kathleen O’'Beirne sings with the Mystic &
Chorale.

Also on January 21st John and Barbara Metz from the
Connecticut Early Music Festival will play duets feello
and piano by Brahms, Shostakovich and others, @hed
Episcopal Church, New London, 3:00 p.m.

cut
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vice, and some would require advance planning gn-ap or
modest expense, but | hope you get the pointhelfet is an activ-
ity that we do not yet do that you think would bgoged by
members and would help us to know each other hetease get
in touch with me.

~ Hugh McGee

Thank you to the fifteen people who have so faumtdered for
the Youth Walk-in Times in December and Januarheré are
still openings in the 9-11 p.m. time slot.

If you would like to volunteer from 9-11 on Janudy 12, of
19th, please contact Jamie McGee at XXX-XXXX
XXXXXX @ XXXX. XXX.

- Anne Bradstreet: Doing God’'s Worlwill
be presented Tuesday, January 9th, at 9:15
a.m. by Jackwyn Durrschmidt. A soul-
predecessor of Abigail Adams, Anne Brad-
street was our earliest American female poet ariig ¢joe
firebrand!
Mark your calendars also for the Winter Study Serie
- Life is a Beach!on Tuesday, January 23rd, at 9:30 a.m.
with Kathleen O’Beirne
- Living the Creative Lifeon Tuesday, January 30th, at
0r9:30 a.m. featuring Nancy Nickerson, Sandra Niabmls
Hetsie Bisbee, Joy Molloy, and Judy Hicks.



Mystic Congregational Church

“where hope is alive and love is visible”

43 East Main Street

Mystic, CT 06355 (E\‘

Office  (860) 536-4259

Fax (860) 572-2716

Email office @mysticcongregational.org
Website: www.mysticcongregational.org

Sunday Services 8:00 & *10:00 a.m.
*Sunday School & Child Care
First Saturday of the

Month Worship 5:00 p.m.

Ministers All members of the Church
Rev. Patricia L. Liberty  Acting Senior Pastor

Tricia Dehls Director of Music

Christiana Glas Director of Children’s Ministries
David Tapley Treasurer

Eleanor (Leni) Pomeroy Office Secretary

Glynn Shafer Sexton

Our Mission Statement to joyfully bring the Christian
principles of faith, hope and love to all throughuatjty
worship, education, fellowship and outreach.
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