
The Anchor  
“Imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been  
promised.  We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” 
      Hebrews 6:12; 19   

From Pastor Pat 
����

Our days of shared ministry are drawing to a close and 
my thoughts turn to the days between here and there; 
easing the transition for your new Interim, the Rev. 
Barbara Libby, and thoughts of where we have been and 
where we are.  That's far more than one Anchor Article 
but let me touch on a few things that seem timely to share 
with you. 
 

The Church Council has taken seriously the wide variety 
of thoughts and feelings regarding our relationship with 
the United Church of Christ.  With great thought and 
energy a Task Force Charter was created to guide us 
through an exploration and conversation about our 
covenant with the UCC.  Now, we need YOU to make it 
work.  We are gathering names of people who are 
interested in serving and we need to hear from you. 
 

This is an important conversation for the coming year, 
and it needs voices that represent the diverse feelings of 
our congregation.  Please take a moment to read the 
charter and then prayerfully consider your participation 
in this important ministry. 
 

As our Cottage Meetings continue it is clear that there is 
still a great deal of sadness, anger, pain and confusion in 
our midst.  The Cottage Meetings are designed for just 
that purpose; we are not done talking about this yet.  
What is different is that it is no longer "front and center" 
of every church meeting and gathering and that is both 
appropriate and expected. However, the conversations 
still need to happen and people who need to be part of 
those conversations can choose the Cottage Meetings as 
a venue for further exploration. 
 

Ministry in all its wonderful and varied forms is 
gradually taking center stage in our midst and that is a 
sign of returning health and recovery.  Sure, there's more  
 

 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 

Mystic Congregational Church 
Gathered on January 20, 1852 

February 2007      Vol. 47  Issue 2 

������������	��
����

�����������������	��
����

�����������������	��
����

�����������������	��
����

�����

���
	����������	���

�����
	����������	���

�����
	����������	���

�����
	����������	���

��� ���
����

We are pleased to inform you that our search is 
completed and Rev. Barbara J. Libby will be joining 
our staff as of March 12th. March 18th will be her first 
Sunday with us. Following is a short biography from 
Rev. Libby which we would like to share with you all.  
 
 
 

The Rev. Barbara Libby 
resides in  New Haven, CT 

where she has lived for the past 16 years 
while serving as an Interim/Transitional pastor 

throughout the CT Conference of the UCC. 
 

She was ordained 
by the Fairfield West Association 
of the CT Conference of the UCC 

at the Ridgefield Congregational Church in 1990 
in the same year she graduated with her 

Masters of Divinity degree from  
Yale  Divinity  School. 

She received her BA degree in Religion and Philosophy 
from Bates Colleges in 1972. 

 

She grew up in  New Hampshire. 
She has one daughter, Sarah, 

who also resides in New  Haven.  
Barbara has served as an Interim Pastor in twelve 
different settings over the course of her ordained 
ministry, including both local churches and as an 
Interim Regional Minister for the CT Conference.  

 
She has most recently served as the  interim pastor 

at the Niantic Community Church in East  Lyme, CT.   
 
 
 
 
 

   Your Interim Pastor Search Committee, 
Sue Barker, Jody Capen, Alan Greener, Hugh McGee �
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(From Pastor Pat, continued from Page 1) 
 
work to do, but I want to lift up and celebrate the 
returning energy for mission and ministry that is at work  
in our community.  It is the heart and soul of what who we 
are  and  what we do.   As I  have said  many  times, "The 
church does not have a ministry, the church IS a  ministry.  
Our commitment to local mission and to our church's 
wider mission and ministry is something to celebrate. 
 
 

Finally, February welcomes the season of Lent with Ash 
Wednesday on February 21st.  We will gather for worship 
at 7:00 and begin our journey of introspection and 
reflection. Join us as the Lenten journey unfolds once 
again. 
 
 

Look elsewhere in this edition of the Anchor for news 
about Rev. Libby, upcoming events and announcements 
about our shared ministry. 
 
 
 
 

With gratitude for our shared ministry… 
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Readers at the Norwich Family Shelter 
for February are Natalie Billing, Patti 
Burmahl, Connie Blair, Jody Capen, 
Betty Guadliana, Elizabeth Jay, Jane 
Morison and Merin Troutman. 
 

Our reading program is on Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 to 7:30. 
 

Donations of children’s books are always gladly 
accepted.  The books are used both for the reading 
sessions and are given as individual gifts to the 
children at the Shelter. 
 

Anyone interested in information or volunteering, 
please contact Elaine Sloan at xxx-xxxx or Betty 
Guadliana at xxx-xxxx.   
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will be celebrated 
on Friday, March 2nd,  

at Union Baptist Church this year 
with women from many local churches participating. 

 

This Church Women United service, 
used internationally,  

was written by women in Paraguay 
to the theme United Under God's Tent.  

 

A social time at 9:30 a.m. 
precedes the service at 10:00 a.m.  
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is hosting the potluck supper 
following the Saturday worship on March 3.  

 

Menu plans call for 
A-H main course,  J-N dessert,  O-Z salad, vegetable. 

 

Plan to come and enjoy this special time together. 
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Our great thanks to 
Dave Tapley, 

the Stewardship Committee, 
the Council, 

and all in attendance 
at the Annual Budget Meeting 

for deeply thoughtful input to this year’s budget!   
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The dates for our New Members classes are as follows: 
 

February  4th   in the church library  9:00 a.m. 
February 11th in the church library 9:00 a.m. 
February 15th  Social at the home of Sue Barker 
February 18th New Members receive the right hand of fel-

lowship at our 10:00 a.m. worship service 
 

Please let the office (xxx-xxxx) 
or Sue Barker (xxx-xxxx) 
know if you are interested 

in joining with us 
in exploring membership 

of Mystic Congregational Church.   
 
 

Yours faithfully, 
���������� , Chair of Deacons   
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has need of personal items 
to include with basic food. 

 

Toothbrushes, toothpaste, bars of soap, toilet paper, 
women's deodorant, are in short supply. 
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An offering of the Music Committee to recognize the 
importance of music in our lives. 
 
 

February 1:  Puccini’s TURANDOT. Garde Arts Center, 
New London, 7:30 p.m. 

 

February 3-4:  CAMELOT. Garde Arts Center, New 
London.  Check the Garde for times. 

 

February 3:  DANCES WITH SAXOPHONES!  Martin 
Piecuch, saxophones; Simon Holt, piano.  
Music from Germany, U.S.A., France, Great 
Britain, Argentina.  Including Siciliana, 
rhumba, tango, pambiche, mambo, samba, 
meringue, habanera.  Calvary Church, 27 
Church Street, Stonington Borough, 7:30 
p.m. 

 

February 11: CHORAL EVENSONG, The Anglican 
Singers.  These choristers have a deep 
interest in music of the English choral 
tradition.  St. James Episcopal Church, New 
London, 5:00 p.m. 
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To all who have been clipping labels 
to help the children at Elon Homes: 

 

Campbell’s now requires UPC codes, 
not front labels.  

 

Please check 
the bulletin board leading to the Parish Hall 

for acceptable products. 
 

Thank you. 
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Contemplative Garden Space 
will be presented 

Tuesday, February 13th, 
at 9:15 a.m. by Dorothy Papp.  

 

Come see her garden 
designed with the intention to promote  

quiet, peace, and introspection, 
                      as well as beauty. 

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE FOR DEACON, READERS AND USHERS 
 

Deacon of the Month  Walter Keach 
 
February 4 Reader:   Walter Keach 
 Ushers (8 and 10 a.m.):  Keith Covin, Alan Greener, Alan Head, and Walter Keach  
 
February 11 Reader:   John Read  
 Ushers 8 a.m.:   Jack Leary and Joanne Lukaszewicz 
 Ushers 10 a.m.: Norton and Mary Anderson, and John and Maryanne Read 
 
February 18 Reader:  
 Ushers 8 a.m.:  
 Ushers 10 a.m.:  
 
February 25 Reader: Ivan Walrath 
 Ushers 8 a.m.:  
 Ushers 10 a.m.: Ivan and Jennifer Walrath 
   
 
We need: 1 Reader for 10 a.m. on February 18 
 2 Ushers  for 8 a.m. on February 18 
  4 Ushers for 10 a.m. on February 18 
 2 Ushers for 8 a.m. on February 25 
 (Please contact Walt Keach at xxx-xxxx) 



Mystic Congregational Church 
“where hope is alive and love is visible” 

43 East Main Street  
Mystic, CT 06355 
 
Office   (860) 536-4259 
Fax   (860) 572-2716 
Email   office@mysticcongregational.org  
Website:  www.mysticcongregational.org  
 
Sunday Services    8:00 & *10:00 a.m. 
   *Sunday School & Child Care  
First Saturday of the  
Month Worship         5:00 p.m.  
 
 
Ministers   All members of the Church  
Rev. Patricia L. Liberty   Acting Senior Pastor 
Tricia Dehls    Director of Music  
Christiana Glas   Director of Children’s Ministries 
David Tapley   Treasurer 
Eleanor (Leni) Pomeroy   Office Secretary 
Glynn Shafer   Sexton 
 
Our Mission Statement:  to joyfully bring the Christian 
principles of faith, hope and love to all through quality 
worship, education, fellowship and outreach.  
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