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Hebrews 6:12; 19

From the Interim Pastor

By the time you read this some of you will havemetnd some of you
will have yet to meet me. Your previous InterirstBaof the past couple
of years, The Rev. Patricia Liberty, has said laeefvells and will move
onto the Niantic Community Church in East Lyme Iat®larch to serve
as their interim pastor. As your next Interim Radtcome to walk with
you during the next 18 to 24 months (approximat@nother important
“in between” time in the life of Mystic Congregatial Church. |
imagine that many of you feel that the church heentin many transition
times for quite awhile and that recent events imvig your Senior
Pastor, Thomas Ratmeyer, have made it an even chafkenging time
of transition again for the entire church. | conoehtear your concerns, td
listen to your frustrations, and to walk with youwhatever way may be
helpful during this time. My schedule (printed ®lkere) is available; |
will take Fridays and Saturdays off and will dors@n preparation at my
home on Thursdays afternoons each week. If ydutwitalk please call
and set up an appointment; you may leave a cortfaleroice mail at
860-536-4259 or contact me by email at
barbara@mysticcongregational.org

In John’s Gospel Jesus challenges us with thesdsvdfThis is my
commandment, that you love one another as | harxagllgou. No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’sfiifleone’s friends. You
are my friends if you do what | command you. hdbcall you servants
any longer, because the servant does not know thibaine whom they
are serving is doing; but | have called you friendscause | have made
known to you everything.” (John 15:12-17) To laywhoone’s life for
one’s friends... Most of us, when we hear this thitk of Jesus' death
and it makes us draw a deep breath to consider Wigimight mean for
us if we are to be friends to each other in the d@sus challenges us.
Theologian Henri Nouwen suggested that this texannthat as we
befriend one another we lay down our lives in saiehay that we lay
them open to be shared. We lay down our joyssoupws, our pain,
our celebrations, in order to love one another. r®aciety today tends t¢
undervalue friendship; we are socialized to upHalaiily and a partner
as our primary relationships to the detriment eéfidships. Some have
suggested we need to reclaim the power of friepdshé ways of
creating inclusive communities of justice. Friemigshas also been a
helpful model to talk about our relationship to #rth and our
relationship to God.

| look forward to meeting and getting to know themmbers and friends of
the Mystic Congregational Church. As we commivtok together for
this “in between” time in the life of MCC let usrag to befriend one
another and to pray for one another in this timerahsition. Developing
new friendships is not always easy - there are bisthes and risks in
befriending one another. Right from the start gfministry here we
know that | will not stay long. | will remind yoepeatedly that life is full
of hellos and goodbyes. | for one believe itéd worth risking the time
to befriend one another!

The Word made flesh which came to dwell among tisilhuman form
of Jesus is one of the best examples of God’s=pelirig the world that |

(Continued on Page 2

Report from Hugh McGee,
Interim Moderator

1. Appointment of UCC Task Force Memberdn
December 2006, the Church Council created a task
force to look at and inform the congregation abitet
work of the UCC and the relationship between Mystic
Congregational Church and the UCC. The charter for
that task force was described to the congregatiuwh a
posted on the church bulletin board and web site T
Church Council also appointed a nominating
committee consisting of Sue Skogerboe, Jamie McGee
and Pat Liberty to find people to serve on the task
force, and that committee then began looking for
candidates. An open invitation was extended to the
congregation through focus spots, the Anchor aed th
Wednesday email, and potential task force members
were interviewed by the task force nominating
committee.

The task force charter called for nine members plus
the senior pastor (ex officio) to constitute thekta
force, with three of the nine members to be persons
who were generally favorably disposed towards the
UCC, three to be generally neutral in their viewsla
three to be generally unfavorably disposed towards
the UCC. However, by early February, the
nominating committee had not been able to find
enough people willing to serve to meet these gaiter
The Council asked the committee to continue looking
and to report back at the March meeting of the
Council with recommendations as to how to proceed.
At the March 7 Church Council meeting the taskdorc
reported that it still had not found a full complent

of members, but recommended going forward with the
appointment of those it had found. It also
recommended certain changes in the Task Force
Charter to reflect the situation. Those changesewe
(a) to provide that the task force would consistijpf

to nine persons plus the senior pastor, rather than
exactly nine persons, in view of the number of@ess
available, (b) to push the reporting dates for thsk
force further into the future to give it enoughdito
accomplish its purposes, and (c) to provide that th
three, three and three balance of the task forcelévo
be a target but not a necessity if persons with the
particular views referred to above were not avaliéab
The Council agreed with these recommendations and
adopted motions which approved the proposed
changes and appointed the following persons to
serve on the task force: Priscilla Andersorarfk

(Continued on Page 2)



(From the Interim Pastor, Continued from Page 1) | can think of.

and light--to be shared by us in such a way thatwve believe in the power of this offer of fridgndsve become children o
God. We follow Emmanuel, God-with-us, one who gjegpo is angered with the money changers in timeples the one wh
is frustrated with the disciples, one who sharenfiship with Mary, Martha and Lazarus, the belodetiple, and Mary

Magdalene. This God-with-us calls us friend too.
| look forward to befriending you!

Interim Pastor Barbara J. Libby

From his very birth Jesus layahohis life--lay open his life
f

O

(Report from Hugh McGee, Continued from Page 1)

Davis, Jackie Durrschmidt, Walter Grant, Tim Murn&y B.
Read, Gladys Reynard and Lynn Stefanowicz. Thedildia:
lieves that these people reflect a broad spectrfitheocongre-
gation, and that it will be in the best interestdtee congrega-
tion as a whole to have this group begin its waskvnrather
than to spend more time looking for additional p&arsto
serve. The Council can of course appoint an additiperson
at a later date if it feels this would be helpfuhd can further
modify the charter if necessary. A copy of the thaas re-
vised is posted on the Church bulletin board aredGhurch
web site. | am grateful to the members named afugeing
willing to serve on the task force and to underttileeconsid-
erable amount of work that will be necessary toomaglish its
purposes. | expect that the task force will havgupethe initial
aspects of its work by the time this report ishia Anchor.

2. Need for Youth Program Volunteerdt the March meet-
ing of the Church Council, the Council reviewed tbguire-
ments for adult supervision at the Friday eveniogti pro-
grams held our MCC youth space. Jamie McGee, tlughY
Comm. chair, reported that it is becoming increggyrdifficult
to obtain two adult volunteers for each sessiom particu-
larly for the 9:00 to 11:00 pm session. The Coudeilermined
that it is critically important to have two adulolnteers for
each Friday evening session, and instructed thehYGommit-
tee to cancel, as late as is practical before thes®n is to oc-
cur, any session for which two adult volunteersehast been
found. The Council hopes that enough adults wilintzer so
that no sessions will have to be cancelled. ThelY@ommit-
tee will post the schedule in the Anchor, the Wedag email,
the Sunday Bulletin and on the Youth Activity himlboard to
assist members of the congregation in finding itnes when
help is needed. Volunteers do not need to havdrehilin the
junior high/senior high age group; any member other age of
twenty-one can do it. If you can help out with fhiportant
function, please contact Jamie McGee by phonexakxxx, or
by email at xxxxx@xxxxx.xxx. We want to continasettpro-
grams but we cannot do so without two adults ahesassion.
To have only one would put both the youth and thatat
risk, so | ask for your help on this.

3. Volunteer Needed for Surplus Baked Goods DelveA
small Church committee without a formal name pigksur-
plus baked goods from BJ’s in Waterford each Tugsaal
Thursday. The goods are delivered to Groton Scgavices
near the Groton Town Hall on Route 1 in PoquonnBikge,
where they are then distributed to needy persohis. Jommit-
tee of unsung heroes will be losing one of its negmand is
looking for a replacement. The group divides thekvgm that
no one person has to do it every week. If you hacer and
are willing to help, you can obtain more informatifsom
Roger Gross at XXX-XXXX.

The Barnes Memorial Scholarship Fund
is now receiving applications for the 2007-2008dsraic
year. Itis a one-time grant to children and gddmildren of
our church members. These scholarships are offered
worthy students of high scholastic ability and eleéer, and
are for college and graduate school students. Stsigeay
apply in any and all years of their education pangs.
Please submit an application to the Trustees béfprié 30,
2007. Applications may be picked up or received frdwm t
church office or by calling Julie Hartman at xxxoxx
The scholarships are funded from a portion of therest in
the Barnes Memorial Library Fund, and the Schoigrsh
Committee is under the Board of Trustees’ auspices

s
/J on Tuesday, April 10, at 9:15 a.m.
Jim Butler, Director, S. E. CT Council of Gov-
ernments, will give us insights on the challengesé by
this region to develop housing options as vari@c$mss of
our economy expand.

“Creating Affordable Housing,”

~

M,\n
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The Story Hour happily welcomes Chris GT'/{P
and Ali Rogers to our Norwich Shelter Readiy I/ S
Program on Wednesday evenings from 6: 30/
7:30. They will join Natalie Billing, Connie
Blair, Patti Burmahl, Jody Capen, Elizabeth Jay.ndya
McLoughlin, and Elaine Sloan who are our readensndu
April. For more information or to volunteer, coataElaine
Sloan, xxx-xxxx or Betty Guadliana, XXX-XXxXx.

y,

SHARING, INC. & THE GOOD FRIDAY WALK

35 years ago, Kay Doherty’s sole purpose was serhinds
for people so poor they were deemed the pooresitgadn
the U.S. So, on Good Friday, 1972, Kay set oukiwgland
proclaiming that she cared for the people of Baywis.
This is how SHARING was formed. 10 years laterr ou
Mystic Area Ecumenical Council (MAEC) decided topsu
port this one woman’s mission.

Sharing, Inc. is now supported by 28 Good Fridayks/a
around New England. The money raised is a vadétgsti-
tutions that help struggling families to get ahedihis year
marks 26 years that the MAEC sponsors this fundrais
Last year, 74 walkers and workers helped raise 8660
Sharing, Inc. and our local organizations in neBtease join

us or proudly sponsor someone who asks you. Sponso
forms are in the office or call Marion Ferry, Xxx»x.



UCC & CT CONFERENCE MATTERS

The spring gathering of the Connecticut Conferentahe United
Church of Christ features the themleet It Shine at Silver Lake:
Celebrating 50 Years" Both the UCC and the Silver Lake Confi
ence Center rejoice in the golden anniversarieth@f ministries in
2007. This meeting will be oMay 12 with Peter Sawtell oEco-
Justice Ministriesas keynote speaker. Our delegates are Sue B
Nick Johnson, Lynn Stefanowicz & Gus Woerner.

General Synodwill officially convene on Friday afternoodune 22

adjourning on Tuesday evening, June 26, following ¢tlosing wor:

ship. Synod is at the Hartford Civic Center wiltte tusual exhibits
worship, music and workshops. Our very own Su&k&ais one of the
New London Association delegates. On Sunday, 2dnehere will 3
Community Worship at 3:00 p.m. at the Hartford €i@enter. All aré
welcome. Our church will be organizing a bus fdpthose intereste

a

rker, MAUNDY THURSDAY , April 5", 7:00 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY , April 6™, 7:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, April 7", No Potluck or Worship Service

EASTER SUNDAY, April 8"

6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service (Memorial Garden)

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (Sanctuary)

ALL ARE WELCOME!

in attending worship.

Our great thanks to Ed Purcell for his initiative i
researching the use of compact fluorescent

bulbs (CFL) and their cost savings for the chu‘&@
Our 60 small spotlight bulbs will be replaceds_ ™
Rebate by CL&P and huge savings in usage rates

will be a big benefit.

APRIL SCHEDULE FOR DEACON,
READERS AND USHERS

Deacons for the Month Sue Barker and Laurie Crawford

April 1 (Palm Sunday)

Reader (10am) Sue Barker

Ushers (8 & 10 am): Sue Barker, Laurie CrawforthmPAHead
Rebecca Lehmann-Sprouse

April 8 (Easter Sunday)
Ushers Deacons
April 15

Reader (10 am) Bob Chambers

APRIL IS WELLNESS MONTH AT MCC!

The Wellness Sub-Committee is sponsoring two evants
April. These are for members, friends and the ipubb
spread the word and join us!

PREVENTION & TREATMENT OF OSTEOPENIA &
OSTEOPOROSIS THROUGH EXERCISE
(incorporating Pilates, Yoga and
“The Meeks Method” of Exercise)

When: Monday, April 23rd, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Where: Library, Mystic Congregational Church
Presenters: Lynda Hewitt, PT, RYT

Mary Stewart Barber, Professional
Certifications in Pilates, Senior Fitness,
Personal Trainer & Weight Training

This evening will include: Definition of Osteopenia &
Osteoporosis, Populations Affected, Risk FactoifagBostic Tools,
Postural Changes & Fractures, Importance of a Siedxercise
Program for Prevention & Treatment of Osteopenia &
Osteoporosis, Other Health Concernsiformational handouts will
be provided and there will be time for questions.

LIFE LINE SCREENING DAY

Ushers (8 am) Marge Moore When: Wednesday, April 25th
Ushers (10 am) Mary Stewart Barber, Bob and Sheryl 9:00 a.m.-5:15 p.m.
Chambers, Joy Molloy Where: Parish Hall, Mystic Congregational Church

April 22
Reader (10 am)

Ushers (8 am)
Ushers (10 am)

Keith Barker
Susan Arms
Keith Barker, Jim and Marge Holtis
Marissa Peck

April 29
Reader (10 am)

Ushers (8 am)
Ushers (10 am)

Peter and Karin Stuart
Heather Denman, Julie Hartman, Buwd
Sue Johnson

1 Reader for April 29

(Please contact Sue Barker at xxx-xxxx or Laurievdord at

We need:

XXX-XXXX t0 volunteer.)

—+

See enclosed flyer for more information.

We hope many of you will take advantage
of these two opportunities to take charge of yaalth!

Mark your calendars and plan to attend a discusalmut
“Why People of Faith Should Care for Creatio.. What
are some of the Biblical references to environmeote-
gerns? The Ministry of Adult Christian Educationsts 3
seminar orSunday, April 22: “Earth Day”. We will use
an article written by Rev. Dr. Rodney Romney titléth
Love With All Creation”. Please pick up a copy of the
article in the envelope on the Adult Education 8tifi
Board and read it prior to attending the discussio




As you fulfill your New Year's resolutions \(

clean out clothing and other items that you have

loved, but have not used recently, please set

them aside for thé\nnual Tag SaleApril 20" (6:00-8:30

p.m.)and 27" (9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) Traditional categori

include:

- children’s clothing, games & vehicles

- men'’s jackets, trousers & shirts

- women'’s coats, suits, dresses, blouses, skirtgssko
purses

- jewelry for women & men

- small appliances in working condition

- books and records

- holiday decorations

- dishware, vases, glassware, & china treasures

- cookware, garden tools

- linens, special buttons, yard goods, curtains, joedsls,
towels and rugs

- paintings, mirrors, small shelves and small fumgtu

If you cannot store these until days before thengwver call

Marge Moore (xxx-xxxx). Also, if you can help feet-up,

S

selling, or clean-up, call Marge.

Most who pledge do so because they love our Chamdh
support its work and goals. They do so with tHEifilention
of satisfying their pledges completely; indeed, ynarceed

dheir pledges, some by a considerable amount. ertwh®

pledge, do so knowing that others will also pledgd trust-
ing that all pledges will be fulfilled.

Unfortunately each year there are some pledgeatbainly
partially fulfilled; worse, that number has beeargasing in
recent years. Although there may be a numbegadans for
this, one reason may be that contributors donlizesthat
they have not completed their pledge.

There is some difficulty in understanding the gedyt Contri-
bution Statements. While explanatory remarks aogiged,
patient examination of a statement may be necessdoye it
is fully understood.

As a first step toward decreasing the number afgdeshort-
falls for 2006, contributors are asked to examirertyear-
ending Contribution Statement for 2006 to see Pdedge
Balance Outstanding" is indicated and, if so, totact one of
the Assistant Treasurers to address how that maptected

Mystic Congregational Church
“where hope is alive and love is visible”

43 East Main Street [

Mystic, CT 06355

Office  (860) 536-4259
Fax (860) 572-2716
Email office @mysticcongregational.org

Website: www.mysticcongregational.org

8:00 & *10:00 a.m.
*Sunday School & Child Care

Sunday Services

First Saturday of the

Month Worship 5:00 p.m.

Ministers All members of the Church
Rev. Barbara J. Libby Interim Senior Pastor
Tricia Dehls Director of Music

Christiana Glas Director of Children’s Ministries
Franklin G. Davis Treasurer

Eleanor (Leni) Pomeroy Office Secretary

Glynn Shafer Sexton

Our Mission Statement to joyfully bring the Christian
principles of faith, hope and love to all throughuatjty
worship, education, fellowship and outreach.
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